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1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Greyhound ReƟrement PreparaƟon Scheme (the Scheme) is to support the 
efforts of racing industry parƟcipants to rehome greyhounds, support compliance with the 
mandatory desexing requirements under the Greyhounds Australasia Rules and opƟmize overall 
greyhound health in reƟrement by providing reimbursement towards the cost of desexing, dental 
treatment, vaccinaƟon and pre-anaestheƟc blood tests for greyhounds that have been reƟred as 
pets.  

2. SCOPE 

This Scheme applies to all Owners, Licensed Persons and Eligible Greyhounds. 

From 1 May 2022, Greyhounds Australasia Rule 24 requires the mandatory sterilisaƟon of 
greyhounds reƟred as a pet. Tasracing’s ReƟrement policy states every greyhound reƟred as a pet 
must be surgically sterilised by a veterinarian prior to being reƟred as a pet or placed with a 
rehoming/adopƟon agency, including GAP Tasmania. A copy of the de-sexing cerƟficate must be 
lodged with the Director of Racing, except where a veterinarian, aŌer examining the greyhound, 
cerƟfies, to the saƟsfacƟon of the Director, that being surgically sterilised would be detrimental to its 
welfare.   

All Owners and Licensed Persons are required to comply with the Greyhounds Australasia Rules at all 
Ɵmes.  The noƟficaƟon of reƟrement of a greyhound must be submiƩed to the Tasmanian Office of 
Racing Integrity by lodging the prescribed form, pursuant to the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.  This 
Scheme does not affect the applicaƟon or operaƟon of the Greyhounds Australasia Rules.  

3. DEFINITIONS 

Applicant means the Owner or Licensed Person responsible for the care of an Eligible Greyhound that 
applies to Tasracing for reimbursement under the Scheme.  

Breeding Female means a female Eligible Greyhound registered with a Controlling Body for breeding 
purposes.  

Controlling Body means a relevant body or enƟty, provided for by legislaƟon as having control of 
greyhound racing or an aspect of it in a state or territory of Australia or New Zealand. In Tasmania, a 
reference to a Controlling Body is a reference to Tasracing or the Tasmanian Office of Racing Integrity. 

Eligible Greyhound means a canine of the greyhound breed which: 

a) Was registered pursuant to the Rules of a Controlling Body; and  
b) The Greyhound must be domiciled in Tasmania at the Ɵme of reƟrement; AND 
c) Has been bred in Tasmania; OR 
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d) Has had at least one race start in Tasmania; OR 
e) Has been domiciled in Tasmania with a licensed person for a minimum of six consecuƟve 

months at the Ɵme of lodging wind-down noƟficaƟon. 

Licensed Person means a person licensed by a Controlling Body.  

Owner means any person who has a legal or equitable interest in an Eligible Greyhound, including a 
lessee with an interest recorded with a Controlling Body. 

Race MeeƟng means a meeƟng for conducƟng racing of registered animals (as those terms are 
defined in the Racing RegulaƟon Act 2004 (TAS)). 

Tasracing means the Tasmanian Racing Board. 

Sire refers to a male Eligible Greyhound which is registered with a Controlling Body for breeding 
purposes.  

Specified Expenses means expenses for desexing, dental prophylaxis and treatment (including 
extracƟons), vaccinaƟon and pre-anaesthesia blood tests (as those terms are defined in secƟon 4.2 
Scheme Reimbursement.) 

 

4. SCHEME DETAIL 
 

4.1 Greyhound ReƟrement Rebate Scheme 

The Scheme applies where all of the following condiƟons are saƟsfied:  

(a) The Eligible Greyhound has been reƟred as a pet and a noƟficaƟon of reƟrement has been 
submiƩed to the Tasmanian Office of Racing Integrity pursuant to the Greyhounds 
Australasia Rules, within the twelve (12) months prior to the date of applicaƟon to seek 
reimbursement under the Scheme. 

(b) The Eligible Greyhound was under the care of a Registered Person at the Ɵme that the 
veterinary treatment and/or procedures incurring the Specified Expenses was performed.  

(c) Desexing and dental prophylaxis (+/- dental treatment) of the Eligible Greyhound must be 
performed prior to applying for reimbursement under the Scheme unless: 
i) The veterinarian cerƟfies that the Eligible Greyhound’s teeth do not require dental 

prophylaxis or dental treatment (including extracƟons) at the Ɵme of veterinary 
examinaƟon (meaning neither gingiviƟs nor periodonƟƟs is present); or  

ii) The veterinarian cerƟfies that performing dental prophylaxis (+/- dental treatment) 
under general anaesthesia would be detrimental to the Eligible Greyhound’s health; 
or 

iii) The Eligible Greyhound has previously been desexed and only required dental 
prophylaxis (+/- dental treatment) 

(d) Reimbursement under the Scheme is for both desexing and dental prophylaxis/treatment, 
however dental-only applicaƟons will be accepted for Eligible Greyhounds that have already 
been desexed, provided that Tasracing is provided with evidence of prior desexing (eg a 
desexing cerƟficate is supplied with the applicaƟon form).  

(e) Reimbursement for desexing of a female Eligible Greyhound is not covered under the 
Scheme if the desexing is performed at the same Ɵme as a caesarean.  For male Eligible 
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Greyhounds, desexing means the removal of both tesƟcles, or if one tesƟcle has already 
been removed, the removal of the remaining tesƟcle.  

(f) The Eligible Greyhound undergoing desexing and dental prophylaxis/treatment is also eligible 
for reimbursement for a vaccinaƟon (C5 or C7) and pre-anaesthesia blood tests (if 
applicable).  

(g) Veterinary services must be provided by a veterinarian registered with the veterinary 
registraƟon body in the state where the services are provided.  

(h) Veterinary treatment and/or procedures incurring the Specified Expenses, may be performed 
on an Eligible Greyhound at different Ɵmes.  

(i) Only one applicaƟon will be accepted in the lifeƟme of an Eligible Greyhound. Specified 
Expenses will be reimbursed, up to the state maximums, on one occasion only in the lifeƟme 
of an Eligible Greyhound.  

(j) The Applicant must provide evidence of having paid, in full, the amount invoiced by the 
treaƟng veterinarian or veterinary pracƟce for the Specified Expenses.  

(k) The invoice described at (j) must be in the name of the Applicant. 
 

4.2 Scheme Reimbursement 

Where the Scheme applies, Tasracing will reimburse the Applicant: 

a) Desexing costs (including veterinary consultaƟon) up to a maximum of $400 (incl GST) for 
male Eligible Greyhounds, + up to a maximum of an addiƟonal $100 (incl GST) for Abdominal 
Cryptorchid/Rig where both tesƟcles are removed during that treatment, or up to a 
maximum of $500 (incl GST) for female Eligible Greyhounds; and  

b) Dental prophylaxis and treatment costs (combined) up to a maximum of $200 (incl GST); and  
c) VaccinaƟon costs (C5 or C7) up to a maximum of $100 (incl GST); and  
d) Pre-anaesthesia blood tests for senior Eligible Greyhounds (7 years of age or older only) up to 

a maximum of $100 (incl GST). 

Other procedures that may be undertaken under general anaesthesia, such as nail clipping, are not 
covered under the Scheme.  

The maximum total amount of reimbursement available under the Scheme for any individual Eligible 
Greyhound under seven (7) years of age is $800 (incl GST) for male Eligible Greyhounds and $800 
(incl GST) for female Eligible Greyhounds, as per Table 1 below. 

The total amount of reimbursement available under the Scheme for any individual Eligible 
Greyhound seven (7) years of age or older is $900 (incl GST) for male Eligible Greyhounds and $900 
(incl GST) for female Eligible Greyhounds, breakdown as per Table 1 below. 
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Table 1: Breakdown of rebate per treatment 

 

  Male  

Aged up to             
7 years old 

Male 

Aged 7 years       
+ over 

Female  

Aged up to        
7 years 

Female  

Aged 7 years    
+ over 

Desexing costs (incl 
veterinary consultation) 

Abdominal Cryptorchid/Rig 

(Both testicles must be 
removed for the additional 
$100 payment to apply) 

$400 max 

  
+ $100 max 

$400 max 

  
+ $100 max 

$500 max $500 max 

Pre-anaesthesia blood test   $100 max   $100 max 

Vaccination C5 or C7 $100 max $100 max $100 max $100 max 

Dental prophylaxis and 
treatment costs (combined) 

$200 max $200 max $200 max 

 

$200 max 

  

MAXIMUM AMOUNT CLAIMABLE $800 $900 $800  $900  

All costs are GST incl         

 

The Scheme offers a capped amount of reimbursement for the cost of desexing, dental 
prophylaxis/treatment, vaccinaƟon and pre-anaestheƟc blood tests for Eligible Greyhounds.  While it 
is anƟcipated that the reimbursement will cover the cost of the veterinary treatment in many 
circumstances, the actual cost of and payment for any treatment or procedure, including Specified 
Expenses, remains a maƩer between the Applicant and the veterinarian providing those services.  

The Applicant is responsible for any and all costs incurred in relaƟon to the veterinary treatments 
or procedure referred to in this Scheme performed on an Eligible Greyhound, including any costs 
associated with subsequent treatment or procedures, whether or not arising as a result of the 
iniƟal treatments or procedures.  
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4.3 ApplicaƟon Process 

a) ApplicaƟon to Tasracing for reimbursement under this Scheme is made as follows: 
i) Complete the Greyhound ReƟrement PreparaƟon Scheme ApplicaƟon Form; and  
ii) Provide all supporƟng documentaƟon (that clearly idenƟfies the Eligible Greyhound) 

required by Tasracing including:  
A. Desexing CerƟficate; and  
B. VaccinaƟon CerƟficate (if applicable); and  
C. Clinical notes from the veterinarian detailing all treatment and procedures 

performed; and 
D. Itemised tax invoice (in the name of the Applicant) and receipt of payment for 

the Specified Expenses incurred. 
 

b) ApplicaƟons to seek reimbursement under the Scheme may be submiƩed to Tasracing via 
online form at Tasracingcorporate.com.au/greyhound 
Or by email to: racing@tasracing.com.au 
Or mailing : AƩenƟon: Greyhound ReƟrement PreparaƟon Scheme 
  Tasracing 
  PO Box 730 
  Glenorchy Tas 7010 
 

c) Incomplete applicaƟons will not be accepted.  
 
4.4 ConsideraƟon of ApplicaƟons 

a) Where Tasracing is saƟsfied that: 
i) The veterinary treatment of the Eligible Greyhound is eligible to be funded under the 

Scheme in accordance with SecƟon 4.1 and 4.2; and 
ii) The Applicant has complied with the applicaƟon process set out in secƟon 4.3;  
Tasracing will make a single, lump sum payment to the Applicant within fourteen (14) 
business days, via electronic funds transfer (EFT) to the registered bank account of the 
Applicant (as per Tasracing records). 

b) Where Tasracing is not saƟsfied of either or both maƩers in secƟons 4.4 a) i) or 4.4 a) ii), 
Tasracing will noƟfy the Applicant that they are not eligible to receive reimbursement under 
the Scheme. 

c) All decisions by Tasracing regarding applicaƟons under this Greyhound ReƟrement Rebate 
Scheme are final and binding on the Applicant.  

 

5. APPLICATION OF THIS SCHEME 

Tasracing may review, amend or disconƟnue this Scheme from Ɵme to Ɵme. Changes will be noƟfied 
by posƟng an updated version of this Scheme or a noƟce on the Tasracing website 
(hƩp://www.tasracingcorporate.com.au) 
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